LIVING JUDAISM

Sponsorship ot Shiur dedicated In loving Memory of ( Lilu Nishmas )
M' Mala Bas R' Yehuda Leib Zz"llhh
and M' Malka Machla Bas R' Mordechai Zyskind Zz"llhh

' | AsHEM spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai, saying: 2 Speak to the Children of Israel and say o

them: When you come into the land that I give you, the land shail observe a Sabbath rest

for HAsHEM. * For six years yol may sow your field and for six years you may prune your.,

vineyard: and you may gather in its crop. * But the seventh year shall be a complete rest for the

land, a Sabbath for HASHEM; your field you shall not sow and your vineyard you shall not prune, |
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Svween Shemittah and Mount Sinai? This reference teaches
that not only the broad outlines, but the details of all the
commandments were given at Sinai — as were those of She-
mittah — even the commandments that the Torah recorded

many years after the Revelation at Sinai. The otherwise su-
perfluous on Mount Sinai is meant to indicate that all the

This commandment proves that only God is the Author of
the Torah, because this chapter guarantees that the year be-
fore Shermnittah will produce a crop large enough to last for
three years, until the next available crop is harvested. If a hu-
man being were inventing such a commandment, he would
have to be foolhardy indeed to make such a prediction; only

commandments are of Sinaitic origin, as well (Rashi: Sifra)
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God could make such a statement (Chasam Sofer).
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years of the seven cycles of sabbati
sound a broken blast on the shofar, in't

‘of Atonement you shall sound the shofar threughout yo
year and proclaim freedom throughout the land for all its inhabitants; it shall be the Jubilee
h man to his ancestral heritage and you shall retum each man
to his family. "' It shall be a Jubilee Year for you — this fiftieth year — you shall not sow, you
shall not pick what was set aside of it for yourself
from the field you may eat its crop. '* In this

Year for you, you shall return eac

shall not harvest its aftergrowth and you
12 For it is a Jubilee Year, it shall be holy to you;

T oThvn 1o w3 pRw s

to
>pd 137 gy 30 1050 ppp3 BR
> EnE NI ,2ND3 OINY PaPE
S % ,[PD3 DBD TS 3y D ph W
462 3035 N Y 30 HID WED
ME 3 D303 b 16D D3MOD Y
Spp9 WY MED 2T 20 37D EYTE 02

~» BT OMYTY WEID M3 S
1mb MN DNDIE BMDDND3_ PPHYD

pNSpD DM MP3 D rpn [PY7pT
"W 1owb3 B oro pep 3 003 pYRd

g ©rpon pip DM "B By ,73%3

» sPED DB WTPOD DR B W
fro p15nd prEp 30 0 9D A
ngpd P PP PhE 137 3 pingd

g

q o »_own Torn 2 db wh 1o
WD O7h D ,ED 5 "PPD T

paEn 10 THM PrD H1D B 9D D76
303 P33 P YEID BF T MY
HYOE M ,pME M3 W7EE Th duo 33
Y omsan on ppEd M3 pTIR BT
on pede od £and oM DD D
DIMEI D YD DD ol dpnp

Y3 pp Y3 » v oIBOE Py 33

Wn 1937 hp3 pned MO "EYS P ;7353

W5 937 pY wh Mind PN W oHN

oo Po%D Y91 1mama 351 e fo soe
'3 DYD3 WIDI O DED INIE 0 -
P3 DLIDM PP M3 10 opnd Db
DY 63 ,b™ED By THD P ¥ 1730) O
$% 21500 p7ED b3 P B ,2hopn b3 X
'DPP3 “P) BN H7ED DD H1D BE WP 3D
oy pmps omMpe 0D oD %D

200

{

M7 Doy 7o 3 prowes Hi
DEDI

Y53 pripm Wb fro B MInd SEwe
OOME 3 Mnd o P Ao MNE oD
oY OYD 33 m MipD oY P13 op M
% o3 » gpon on opEd wh ound
[opwID B3 B 937 b ohd pund

12 You shall count for yours‘ab'és — from the morrow of the rest day, from the day when you
bring the Omer of the waving — seven weeks, they shall be complete. ' Until the morrow of the
seventh week you shall count, fifty days; and you shall offer a new meal-offering to HASHEM. -

| L :

% You shall count for yourself seven cycies of sappatical years, seven years set
cal years shall be for you forty-nine years.
he seventh month, on the tenth of the month; on the Day

ur land. 1° You shall sanctify the fiftieth

Jubilée Year you shall return each man to his ancestral heritage.
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sen times: the
¢ You shall J—S — -

8. 70 n7ew) — You shall count for yourself. The command:
ment of counting for the Jubilee is solely the respo !
of the Sanhedrin, because it was addressed in the singularie}
Moses, in his role as the head of the Sanhedrin (Sifra). &
The number seven represents the cycle of completion
Creation: thus the Sabbath day and the Shemittah year sym
bolize testimony that the fullness of Creation is God's. ¢
seven cycles leading up to the Jubilee reinforce this con
cept. Thus our verse speaks of seven sabbatical years and:
seven cycles of sabbaticals (Chinuch). 4
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certain rav once gave a shiur in which he posed the fol-

lowing question: What is the most valuable commodity

in the world? One person answered, “Diamonds,” an-
other, “Love,” another, “Money,” another “Happiness, "and s0
on. Finally he revealed what the great secret was: “The_most
valuable commodity in the world is...time."

Y

s wEn TANY DON TNN, ONe 15 WIse and the other wicked

In the llu,uuhh the author describes two of the sons

Commentators remark that in contrast to the rosho 1t would
surelv have been more apposite to have reterred o his oppo
ate number as a tzaddik rather than chochom .

The late Rav AL Pam, = "I, once suggested the tollowimy
explanation. The Chofetz Chaim was accustomed to say, /X
P90 DT PINTD DM T INT W vn, “AYid should not aim |
for friomnkert and piety, 4 Yid should be clever!” What hes be-

fund this crypuc statement made by one of the most plous

men of the previous generation?

1
Our Sages ask, What form of conduct mdicates that some
one 15 an imbecile? They reply, i oanmw an 1asnn, if he destroys
what he s given (Chagigah 4a). 1t a person receives something
valuable and he squanders it that demonstrates a basic lack
of mtelhgence. Speatfically. there s nothing more _precious

than life itself, every moment a priceless gift from Hashem.

[he one who utilises this present properly and productively

—to increase his credit i Torah and mitzvos — 1s considered

1 chochom. Conversely, the person who wastes hours and davs

on 00 90 s classified as a tool because he 1s onwe o Taxn

5 That 1o what the Chotetz Chaun meant when he stressed
1o Pt T n — one must be cever. Our aim 1 life should >

be to cultvate the wisdom of using all available time to rase

our spiritu: al level, and then piety and devoutness will tollow

automatically._

do
Once, when the giant of the yeshivah world Rav Naftali

Trop. =", became dangerously 1ll and prayers were not al-
leviating his condinon, the pupils of his yeshivah in Radin

were approached to donate a portion of thair lives to prolong
that of their beloved teacher Some gave away hours, days.
and even weeks, and then the Chotetz Chaim was asked af
he would contribute. After much thoughe, he rephed, “1 of-

'y

Rav Chaim of Volozhin™ would say that there is ane mussar

sefer which is not counted amongst the classics, vet it has a great
deal to teach us. What is it? The clock. If one were to look at the
hands of his watch going round and round, and realize how
each second is lost, and each minute and hour has passed with-

out anything productive being accomplished, he would be
awakened to the value of time and devote more attention to
matters of Heaven.
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Nowadavs, advanced technology has provided us with

machines, app fances, and wadgets \\lil\ln reduce the workload
et 53

and pressures of eve l\\l]\ Thie md save us much nme, The

quesnon s, \7\]11( are we Yidden dmm_ with . il those hours

[..ll!ltti Do we daven 1 slower md nore l{.li\t d manner

and increase our lor ah le AT SC hedule? Are we duuun"

extrd tme to usummnll work? Are women usinie their new

lmmdL to do more cliesed actvities or to gIve more atten-

tion to their chldren and their educanion 2 It we were real

chachominm we would view these new mechanical devices as a

}{L aven-sent opportunity to_harness the ume \nul md use

ot nn!/\ ah

it for things that really muatter, and raise our level

pertormance i both the realim of bemn adam h'\!‘:k-uu Aiml hem
adam lechaverro.

AL

On Pesach. we read the secoon which recounts nx nwn nn
qor mmsy (Shemes 13:19). Moshe humnselt transported Yoset™s
remains from Egypt. and in doing so epitonsed the attitude
of rmyn npy 19 oan (Midhler 10:8). Whalst the rest ot klal Yisroel
were busy collecting therr Egyptian booty, Moshe wisely col
lected another mitzvah: kindness towards the dead. The em
phasis here 1s not on prety but on Maoshe as 4 35 0on, 4 wise
man who knew the value of every moment and utihsed it to
accumulate an extra good deed that evervone else feft alone,

In three places m Talmud Bavh, we come across eprodes
describing how certam individuals achieved Ofom HalBo i

one single flash nt_luruu.al endeavour. Our Sages sav that
w hcn [Labbi Yehud: ih HaNass h(. ud ot thewr u‘umplxalr
ment, | he l.]']L\l and exclamed, nox ayes mow anp v He

didn't shed tears because they had carned Paradise! He cne d
at 1|u thnu:_,ht that 1f a person can achieve so much m one

mmmm \\hu uhnut 11 the other moments that are frittered

PV L0 10 Purpose. What 4 waste!

fer one minute!” The Chotetz Chaim was more aware of the 2
value of every moment, and therefore his sacrifice was even

With this theme o nnnd, the author ot the Haggodah

greater than theirs.
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placed the dhachont opposite the rosho rather than 4 zaddik. As
1]1( wainty Chofetz Chanm asserted, 3179 11 N7’ n —— 1018 Wis-
dom that gives rise to devoutness, the prudence to appreciate
the inestimable value of tme and o us it productively. Facing
him is the rosho. an imbecile who is ¥ onue An 7380 and dis-
aapates the most precious it lite, on vanity of vanities
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33 Aetsgoll- Shabbad

The Gemara tells of a Tanna who was likewise enticed by the
waters of the Diomses:
onab y99IX 178 12 1yox 137 — R’ Elazar ben Arach once came
to that region [i.e. the area of Prugisa and the Diomses].
y™n3 wmk — He became attracted to these worldly
delights,™ mmbn 7py'x — and all his Torah knowledge
became erased from his mind.® =77 '3 — When he later
returned from that region, K7pv3 "1p™mY o XNX — he came
and got up to read from the Torah scroll. wn7., x9pn% xy3
n3% m — He had wanted to read the verse that begins: This
month shall be for you [the first of months].®2  amy wnd 98
o3% — But instead, he said: “Was their heart silent?""* w3y
%y w7 1337 — Realizing that their colleague had forgotten his
Torah knowledge, the Sages beseeched God to have mercy upon

Yo

31. Koheles Rabbah (7:7, Vilna Edition) tells an expanded version of this
story. It relates that R’ Elazar ben Arach was one of the five principal
students of R’ Yochanan ben Zakkai during the Roman siege of
Jerusalem. When R’ Yochanan died, his students re-established their
academy in the rity of Yavneh; however, R Elazar ben Arach did not
follow them. Instead, he settled in the beautiful town of Emaos, near the
pleasing waters of the Diomaes, and waited for the other students tojoin
him there. As R’ Elazar was the most exceptional of R’ Yochanan ben
Zakkai's students, he became convinced that it was not befitting his
honor to follow them: instead, the other students must come to him. In
the end, the other students remained in Yavneh, and R’ Elazar stayed in
Emaos, until — isolated and alone — he began to forget the Torah he
_had learned.

32. Exodus 12:2.

33. He did not actually forget so much that he no longer knew how to
read. Rather, he unintentionally mispronounced the words, mistaking
the 3 1 1 for the similar letters 2 » 7. His colleagues then interpreted the
resulting phrase [o3% ) wana, was their heart silent | as an oblique sign
that he had forgotten much of his Torah learning (Maharal; see Mahar-
sha).
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' Each of you shall not aggrieve his fellow, and you shall fear your God; for | am HASHEM,

your God.

'® You shall perform My decrees, and observe My ordinances and perform them; then you

shall dwell securely on the land.
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n addition to the prohibition of ona’as mamon, cheating one’s

fellow man monetarily by overcharging or underpaying, the Torah
also prohibits various forms of ona’as devarim, verbal deceit. Ona’as
devarim takes many forms: inviting someone for a meal knowing
that he will be out-of-town on that day; inquiring about the price of -
merchandise when one has no intention of buying, but only wishes
to compare it to the price of an item already purchased; reminding a
ba'al teshuvah of his previous sins; telling a person who is suffering
misfortune that he is being punished for his sins. |

4
'Similarly, telling someone who is suffering that his suffering is a
result of his sins may falsely imply that he is not an essentially
righteous person, and that his apparent fear of God is but a pretense,
when in fact, his suffering is the result of specific shortcomings
which in no way define his spiritual level.

XTruth is the seal of Hashem. Truth is real and enduring; falsehood
fleeting. Reality bears Hashem's seal, for He can be discerned within
it. One who distorts reality, thereby hides Hashem. For that reason
liars are among those who will not receive the face of the Shechinah.
God cannot be found or identified in falsehood. | '+3

Y IR WP W 7Y K137 AN, Men RITT MOR Yy enyn
1AM TIND TIR R IPRXIY DTN ORY DW0D T 071y
RN YIVOD YIN D) TMPWN 227 ATORY 1021 .TD Wy
TONY MR T3V AT TTIAY RTOARIR (D TP RITWY)
vy TpEEIR M1 Y TR PRY 7Y Y K7 ID¥YI

JIRINT

4 -

/ We live in the period of ikvesa d’meshicha, the last stage of exile,
about which Chazal say, “Truth will be missing.” The Yerushalmi
says that when people lie, nature follows suit. Clouds form, and it
appears that rain will fall, but no rain falls. Today a person can arise
in the morning and dress in_imitation cotton clothing, put on
imitation leather shoes, sit on an_imitation wooden chair, eat a
breakfast of imitation egg with imitation meat, salted with a salt
substitute and washed down with fruit juice that contains no fruit.
We live in a period where truth is lacking — hence the proliferation
of synthetics and imitation, even in nature itself,

Y
\

" It is no wonder, then, that the Shelah HaKadosh emphasizes that
success in child raising and education must be founded on the
attribute of truth. One must strive to inculcate in every Jewish child*
an unswerving respect for the truth, which will create a foundation
for proper conduct in all other areas. |
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